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Not Alone 
By Edith Gunderson 


Seamer Lord, Thou who knowest 
all 


Dost know how much I long to hear 
the sound 

Of one kind voice —to'see one loving 
smile — 

To clasp a friendly hand the briefest 
while — 

Yet all around 

Is cold and dreary silence. Dost Thou 
hear? 

Lord, wilt not Thou be near?” 


Thus did I weep; yet answered none; 
And deeper grew the silence, more 


profound — 

Till, as i¢ chanced, my wand’ring gaze 
did stray 

Upon the Holy Book which near me 
lay — 


Then came the sound, 

It seemed, of tender voice: “Must I be 
heard? — 

Is not this Book My Word? 


I read- His Word. I read it o’er, 

And lo! His gracious smile from every 
line 

Broke forth and chased the loneliness 
away — 

Filled all my soul with light of Heaven’s 
day 

With joy divine !— 

Far better, now, than earthly friend’s 
embrace — 

The sunshine of His face ! 


The Centenary of the Telegraph 


Every sincere and reverent acknowl- 
edgment of God on the part of national 
leaders is reason for thanksgiving. There 
are still many signs that there is a God- 
fearing remnant in our land, and that 
even officially our nation has not for- 


* gotten God. One of them is the finely 


engraved postage stamp commemorating 
this year the centenary of the telegraph. 
Samuel F. B. Morse, the inventor, was 
born at Charlestown, Mass., April 27, 
1791. “It was while returning from 
Europe in 1832, on board the Sully, that 
he conceived the idea of a recording 
magnetic telegraph, while conversing 
with certain of the passengers on the 
subject of recent electrical discoveries. 
He became engrossed with the idea, and 
in a little sketchbook, a certified copy 
of which is now in the National,Museum 
at Washington, he drew diagrams and a 
system of dots and dashes to represent 
numerals (afterward modified by him 
to represent the letters of the alphabet). 


7. 


The plan of a telegraph, as crudely rep- 
resented in this sketchbook, is practi- 
cally the telegraph of today. ... It was 
not until 1843, and after many discour- 
agements, that Congress voted $30,000 
for an experimental line between Wash- 
ington and Baltimore. More hardships 
were encountered before the line was 
finally completed, but at last, on May 
24, 1844, the first public message was 
sent over the line, the now historic 
words, ‘What hath God wrought?’” The 
message showed the humble, trustful 
spirit of the inventor, and’ his realization 
that God had granted him the privilege 
of giving to the world the great bless- 
ing of the telegraph. The stamp issued 
this year to commemorate that impor- 
tant event bears on it the same words, 
“What hath God wrought.” It will travel 
far and wide, a silent witness that may 
cause some to stop and think of the 
wisdom and mercy of their Creator. It 
is a good companion for our coins, which 
still bear the words, “In God we trust.” 
May they never be struck off! 


*% 


Early Christian Temperance Leaders 
A side light on the Temperance Lesson by Ernest Gordon 


WAS once asked by the honored and 
much loved minister of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church in Philadel- 
phia, Dr. Barnhouse, why I dia not aban- 
don my Prohibition labors and devote 
myself wholly to Bible exposition. 
I could only answer, “The hireling 
fleeth when he seeth the wolf coming.” 
For there is no reason why Christians 
cannot do both things. We are not shut 
up to an either-or. The Lord’s arm is 
not shortened. He can call forth laborers 
for many and varied fields. The Swiss 
Protestant painter, M. Burnand, thought 
himself summoned at one time to aban- 
don his profession and to give himself 
wholly to nursing epileptics in the col- 


* Comfort for Dark Days ii 


“For in that he himself hath suf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to 
succour them that are tempted” 
(Heb. 2:18). 





























ony at La Force in the Dordogne; but 
he received unmistakable orders to abide 
in his calling. That made it possible 
for Dr. Barnhouse to print those lovely 
pictures from Burnand’s “The Parables” 
on the front cover of Revelation a year 
or two ago. 





There was a strong dry in the last 
mid-century, Judge James Black of 
Lancaster, Pa., who had the foresight 
to collect every address and pamphlet 
having to do with what was known in 
his day as “the temperance reforma- 
tion.” They are now housed in the New 
York Public Library, and I have been 
going through a large number*of them. 
One, for example, entitled “Reminis- 
cences of a Ruined Generation,” by 
Daniel A. Clark, describes the almost 
unbelievable alcoholic barbarism of the 
time preceding “the blessed reformation 
which has so wonderfully prevailed,” 
and to which he dedicates his pam- 
phlet. The leaders of this reformation 
were the great ‘figures of the evangelical 
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revival. The famous “Six Sermons” of 
Lyman Beecher in Boston played a 
mighty role in starting the movement. 
At a later date came Albert Barnes’ 
powerful address “The Throne of In- 
iquity, or Sustaining Evil by Law,” in 
the First Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia. It was based on Psalm 44:20, 
“Shall the throne of iniquity haye. fel- 
lowship with thee, which frameth mis- 
chief by a la%?” The movement had 
been an accompaniment of the religious 
reviving. Dr. Barnes would carry it on 
to. its logical conclusion, the suppression 
of the sale of liquor. So also the saintly 
Henry Harbaugh who showed how, after 
going so far, it faltered. It needed re- 
inforcing legislation, and that. came in 
the various so-called “Maine laws” of 
the fifties. The drinkers themselves by 
thousands, he tells us, voted for these 
laws, in self-protection. 





Asahel Nettleton, whese name is still 
femembered as the composer of the old 
hymn-tune set to “Oh to grace how' great 
a debtor, daily I’m constrained to. be,” 
related in a letter to Lyman Beecher 
in 1829, how drink trapped and de- 
stroyed his converts. “My Dear Brother,” 
he began, “I hear frequently from many 
places where God has of late poured 
out His Spirit and revived His work. 

. My heart has often been refreshed 
when some Timothy has brought me 
good tidings of the faith and charity of 
‘these young converts. No tidings have 
been more refreshing. I have often had 
occasion to adopt the language of Paul 
on this very subject: ‘What thanks can 
we render to God again ... for all the 
joy wherewith we joy for your sakes 
before God.’ 

“During the leisure occasioned by my 
late sickness I have been looking over 
the region where God has revived His 
work for the two or three years past. 
The thousands who have professed 
Christ in this time appear in general 
to run well. Some few indeed have 
dishonored their profession, have opened 
afresh the wounds of the Saviour, and 
caused the hearts of His friends to bleed. 
Bunyan says, ‘If at any time I heard 
of such instances of apostasy among 
those who have hopefully been benefited 
by my ministry, I-feel worse than .if I 
had followed one of my natural chil- 
dren to the grave.’ I have lost near 
and dear relatives, but the tidings of 
which Bunyan speaks struck me with 
a deeper sadness. Of the few who have 
finally apostatized you may wish to 
know the cause. I have made particu- 
lar inquiry and find that the declension 
of some has caused more trouble and 
done more dishonor to the cause of 
Christ than can be named... . Few, 
if any, excommunications have taken 
place for any crime except intoxication.” 
He: then gives several pages of heart- 
rending instances, and concludes: * “I 
wish all converts would make it a point 
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of conscience to abandon the use of in- 
toxicants forever.. If:they had.seen'what 
I have seen they would want ho other 
motive.” 


——_——_- 


This is his testimony: 

“Resistance to the temperance refor- 
mation will put a stop to revival in a 
church. The time is.come when it .can 
no longer be innocent in a, church to 
stand aloof from this glorious reforma- 
tion. . ... If they do not take ground 
on one side their influence is on .the 
other side. Show me a minister who 
has taken ground against the temper- 
ance reformation, who. has had a re- 
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vival! Show me one who stands aloof 
from it- who has had a revival. Show 
me one who now temporizes upon this 
point, who does not come out and take 


' . a stand in favor of temperance, who has 
Finney was tio less wheciabiicniidag. : 


a revival. ... The man’s hands are RED 
WITH BLOOD who stands aloof from 
the temperan¢e cause. And can he have 
a revival? 5 

» “Let the churches of all denominations 
speak out on the subject of temperance. 
Let them ‘close their doors to all who 


‘have anything to do with the death- 


dealing abomination. A few years would 


‘annihilate the traffic.” 


(Continued on page 517) 


Notes ‘ON OPEN LETTERS 


Was the Wee « at Cana 
Ferniented ?:° 


In the series of articles ‘appearing re- 
cently (March 4, 11, 18, 1944) in Tue Sun- 
pay Scuoon ‘Trmss,: entitled ‘Christ, the 
Apostles, and Wine,” Mr. Gordon fails to 
explain what seems to me one of the best 
proofs that the wine in the miracle is 
fermented wine. 

In John 2710 the governor of the feast 
tells the bridégroom, “Every: man).at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine: and 
when men have well drunk, then that 
which is worse: but thou hast kept the 
good wine until now.” “If they had* been 
drinking fermented wine first, it isn’t 
likely’ they. would call. unfermented wine 
good. Luke. 5:39. tells us; “No man also 


. having drunk old wine straightway de- 


sireth new: 
better.” 
Ahy light that you can. give me on this 
subject will be. appreciated.—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 
Mr. Gornon’s REPLy 

How. would those who were. angeheit- 
ert, “under the influence,” think any 
wine: but. alcoholic wine good, not to 
say “the best”? 

Probably they would not under ordi- 
nary circumstances.. But when the crea- 
tive hand.of the. Lord made wine for 
the guests we may be sure that it was 
superlative even to corrupted tastes. “It 
isn’t likely they would call unfermented 
wine. good,” .says. my critic. . “It.isn’t 
likely they would call Christ’s wine any- 
thing but good,” say I. 

The second objection comes from Luke 
5:39: “No man‘ also ‘having’ drunk old 
wine straightway ‘desireth new: for he 
saith, The‘ old is better.” -But this must 


for he saith, The old is 
. at 


be taken in connection ‘with the context, - 


as’ I explained’ (March 11,"p.177): No 
man who is habituated to’ old ‘things 
immediately: is’ willing. to. turn’ to new 
things. ‘He clings to ‘his ‘accustomed 
habits of thought, ‘his old prejudices. It 
takes time to overcome thesé and to in- 
duce him to accept fresh and wholesome 
views. Men cling to the old ‘garments 
¢and “habits” is but another syuonym 
for élothes) — althoéugh‘these habiliments 
are unpatchable, — because of their easy, 
customary feeling: But the wine of the 


new dispensation must be put into new- 
born men: 

In other words, our Lord is here using 
an_ obvious figure of speech, not writing 
an advertisement for strong liquor. My 
own idea is that He had in mind the Sab- 
batarian unreasonableness of the Phari- 
sees which is described in the imme- 
diately following verses of Luke 6:1-11. 


we 


Did You Attend a 
Summer Camp or Conference? 


OOKING forward to the special 

Summer Camp and Conference 
Number in the spring of 1945, the Edi- 
tors will be glad to receive testimonies 
from‘ campers or delegates telling of 
blessing received this summer. As in 
former years the Tres would like to 
publish a number of these testimonies 
next spring. . 

The Times will pay $2 for every arti- 
cle used, and will pay $5 each for the 
best manuscripts telling of experiences 
at a camp or a conference. 

The following should be carefully 
noted: 


1. All manuscripts: should be typewrit- 
ten with double spacing throughout, and 


= on only one side of the sheet, 


2. Articles may be from 200 to 500 words. 

3. The name and address of the camp 
or conference should be given at the 
end, though these names may not be used 
in the Tmss. 

4. The name and address of the writer 
should be in the upper left hand corner 
of the first ‘sheet. 

5. Where Scripture is quoted, it should 
be carefully and accurately done, and 
the reference should be given in parenthe- 
6. Manuscripts that are not available 
for use in the Tmues will be returned 
if return postage is enclosed. 


‘Testimonies may be sent in at any 
time up’ to October 15, but will not be 
published until next spring. They should 
be addressed to the Camp and Confer- 
ence Editor, The Sunday School Times, \ 


$25 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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The Biblical Teaching Concerning 


Perfection 


By W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS 


(44 INLESS perfection” is a phrase 


often heard today, and it is natu- . 


ral to inquire whether it is 
based on any Scriptural ground. One 
way of answering this question is by 
studying the words used in the Rible 
for “perfection,” for a thorough knowl- 
edge of etymology and usage is a great 
help toward an accurate knowledge of 
spiritual teaching. 

Various words in the Hebrew of-the 
Old Testament and in the Greek of the 
New Testament are rendered by the 
English word “perfect” and its cognates. 
There are about ten Hebrew words and 
five Greek ones. 

First of all, however, it will be useful 
to know the exact meaning of the Eng- 
lish word “perfect.” It comes from the 
Latin perficio, which means something 
“thoroughly done,” complete. It is thus 
always related to the nature of the ob- 
ject, and we are thereby enabled to 
speak of relative perfection, that is, of 
a perfection related to that which is 
before us. Thus, a bud is perfect as a 
bud, though it will be perfect afterward 
as a flower. A babe may be perfect as 
a babe, thereby meaning a relative per- 
fection, a perfection related to its con- 
dition as such. It is only of God that 
perfection can be described as absolute, 
because God alone is absolute in His 
nature and character. Now let us turn 
to the words found in Scripture and see 
what they mean. We must be careful 
to overlook nothing and to give every 
word its full and proper interpretation. 


I. PERFECTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 


1. The most usual Hebrew terms ren- 
dered in English by the word “perfect” 
are tam, tom, and tammim, the last 
named being simply the plural form. 
The original idea seems to be that of 
something “closed,” or “complete,” and 
the words are found applied to God, 
to man, and to earthly things. 

(a) In relation to God, the fdéllowing 
passages call for attention. “His work 
is perfect”. (Deut. 32:4). “His way is 
perfect” (2 Sam. 22:31). The same word 
can be studied in the following addi- 
tional passages: Job 36:4; 37;16. Under 
this heading will come the Psalmist’s 
words, “The law of the Lord is perfect” 
(Psa. 19:7). 

(b) In its application to man, the 
word is found in several connections. 
Thus, “Noah was a just man, and per- 
fect in his generations” (Gen. 6:9). 
“Walk before me, and be thou perfect” 
(Gen. 17:1). “Thou shalt be perfect 
with the Lord thy God” (Deut. 18:13). 
Other passages to be studied are: Job 


The use of the word “perfect” in Old and 
New Testaments, and some 


conclusions 


This article is a hitherto unpub- 
lished study of a difficult subject by 
the beloved writer and Bible teacher, 
written some ten, years before his 
Home-going in 1924. Dr. Thomas has 
provided Bible students, who do not 
possess the knowledge he had of 
Hebrew and Greek, with a valuable 
catalogue of the various words used 
in Scripture to express the thought 
of perfection. It is hoped that his 
exposition may bring peace of mind 
and real joy and a greater measure 
of victory to many who may. have 
been troubled by this subject. 


‘ 








1:1, 8; 2:3; Psalm 37:37; 64:4; 101:2, 6; 
Proverbs 2:21; 11:5, 

(c) The Hebrew word is also used to 
describe the Passover Lamb as “without 
blemish” (Exod. 12:5). ‘There are other 
passages where the word appears, but 
they do not add anything to the oppor- 
tunity of proper interpretation. 

2. The next word in frequency in the 
Hebrew is shalem, which seems to mean, 
that which is “entire,” sound and whole, 
‘involving singleness, entirety. With one 
exception (Deut. 25:15), all the: uses of 
this word are connected with: the. well- 
known Hebrew phrase “a perfect heart” 
(1 Kings 8:61; 1 Chron. 12:38). 

3. There are other Hebrew words, 
which need only to be mentioned. Thus, 
kalil, meaning “complete,” oceurs. only 
in Ezekiel (16:14; 27:3;.28:12).. In a 
few other passages, words derived from 
this root are found translated “perfect.” 
The only other two words that seem 
to need notice are kun, “prepared,” only 
found once (Prov. 4:18), and. gemar, 
also meaning “complete” (Psa, 138:8; 
Ezra 7:12). ; 

It will be seen that all these words 
have the idea of wholeness, entirety, 
completeness. 


II. PERFECTION IN THE NEw TESTAMENT 


1, The word most frequently found is 
teleios, which means,‘ quite literally, 
“brought to its end.” It refers to some- 
thing which has reached the object of 
its existence, and is therefore finished, 
with nothing wanting. 

(a) This word is applied to God, “as 
your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect” (Matt. .5:48; see also such pas- 
sages as Rom. 12:2; Jas..1:17, 25). It 
refers to God in His absolute perfec- 
tion, as wanting nothing. 

(b) It is also found connected with 
man, with special reference to his pres- 
ent life. “Be ye therefore perfect” 
(Matt. 5:48; see also Matt. 19:21; Col. 
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4:12; Jas. 1:4; 3:2), In this connection, 
it also means one who has realized the 
end or object of his existence, and, as 
such, it is used to describe a full-grown 
Christian man as opposed to one who is 
in spiritual childhood (1 Cor. 14:20). 
A similar contrast is found in 1 Corin- 
thians 2:6, where the phrase “full- 
grown” is this word elsewhere rendered 
“perfect.” 

(c) The word is also used to describe 
the future life of the believer, when it 
reaches its complete realization here- 
after (Eph. 4:13; Col. 4:12; 1:28). Ac- 
cording to Trench, the word means that 
“no grace is merely in its weak, imper- 
fect. beginnings, but all have reached a 
certain ripeness and maturity.” Again 
and again the word is used in direct 
and, definite contrast to the imperfection 
of immaturity (1 Cor. 13:10). 

The corresponding verb to this adjec- 
tive means “to complete,” and occurs 
in a number of passages, especially in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. The fol- 
lowing should be specially studied: 
Luke 13:32; John 17:23; 2 Corinthians 
12:9; Philippians 3:12; Hebrews 2:10; 5: 
9; 7:19; 9:9; 10:1; 10:14; 11:40; 12:23; 
James 2:22; 1 John 4:17, 18. 

-Qn the meaning of the word in the 
passages just given, the statements of 
two of our greatest scholars need notice. 
Thus, writing on Philippians 3:12, Light- 
foot says: “I have not yet reached the 
goal; I am not yet made perfect. But I 
press forward in the race, eager to grasp 
the prize. . . . I do not consider that I 
have the prize already in my grasp.” 
On verse 15, he says that the adjective 
applies to grown men as opposed to 
children, those who have passed out of 
rudimentary discipline . . . who have 
put away childish things, and he ren- 
ders the words, “all we who attain our 
manhood.” Westcott, writing on the use 
of the word in Hebrews, says that its 
meaning is that of consummation, 
“bringing to. perfection,” and that one 
general thought is preserved through- 
out: .“He who is perfect has reached 
the end which is in each case set be- 
fore him, maturity of growth, cofnplete 
development of powers, full enjoyment 
of privileges, perfect possession of 
knowledge.” Thus, he adds that the 
matured Christian is contrasted with the 
undeveloped babe (Heb. 5:14), and the 
provisional tabernacle with that which 
was more perfect (Heb. 9:11). 

There are related nouns in the Greek 


- which have the same _ interpretatjon 


{Col. 3:14; Heb. 6:1; 7:11). In all these, 
the thought is of ripeness as against 
elementary experience. To quote West- 

cott again, “The aim of a religious sys- 
tem is to bring men to their true end, 
when all the fullness of humanity in 
power and development is brought into 
fellowship with God.” It is in this sense 
that. Christ is said to have been perfect 
(Heb. 2:10; 5:9; 7:28), and also to make. 
his followers perfect. (Heb. 10:14; 11: 
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40; 12:2; 12:23). A similar word com- 
ing from the same root, which has an 
identical meaning, is found in Luke 8: 
14, indicating fruit that does not reach 
ripeness. Thus everywhere it indicates 
the actual realization of spiritual ma- 
turity. 


2. Another group of words rendered 
in the English “perfect” represents 
Greek expressions meaning “adjust- 
ment,” “repair.” The term seems to have 
been primarily medical, implying the 
dislocation of a limb which needs to be 
put right. Thus, “make you perfect” 
(Heb. 13:21) means “adjust you.” This 
idea will be found in the original of the 
following passages: Matthew 21:16; 
Luke 6:40; 1 Corinthians 1:10; 2 Corin- 
thians 13:9, 11; Ephesians 4:12; Gala- 
tians 6:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Peter 
5:10. It may be added that the very 
same word is conneeted with the repair 
or mending of the nets (Matt. 4:21). The 
corresponding adjective is found only 
once, and means “adjusted” or “fitted” 
(2 Tim. 3:17). 


This thought of moral and spiritual 
“adjustment” gives us the secret of the 
life of victory, and it is the special 
feature emphasized at the British Kes- 
wick Convention and the Princeton 
Conference. It is realized that, through 
one cause or another, believers often 
need adjustment, and must be set right 
if they are to live the victorious life. 
The passage in Ephesians 4:12 may be 
rendered thus: “For the adjustment of 
the saints for their work of minister- 
ing.” This means that the saints may 
be so adjusted that they may thereby 
be enabled to do work for God. Quite 
literally, if somewhat celloquially, we 
may put it, “For the repair of the 
saints.” This “repair” or “adjustment” 
is thus the fundamental requirement 
for a life of constant peace and con- 
tinual victory. And it is brought about 
by our surrender to*Christ, who there- 
upon can and does adjust us. Our sur- 
render or yielding so puts our wills at 
Christ’s disposal that they become ad- 
justed to His will and grace. And so 
we read, “The God of Peace. . . adjust 
you to do His will” (Heb. 13:20, 21). 


3. Only one other word calls for 
notice, and is employed in this connec- 
tion just once. It means “fulfilled,” 
though rendered “perfect” (Rev. 3:2). 


III. Some CoNCLUSIONS 

It is believed that the above state- 
ment covers all the words that are, or 
can be, rendered by “perfect” and its 
cognates in the Bible, and it remains 
to summarize some of the more out- 
standing results. 

1, It is surely striking that not one of 
these words involves the idea of sin at 
all. They refer to maturity, ripeness 
of experience; the full, complete, Chris- 
tian life of the old believer, as con- 
trasted with the immature experience 
of the young beginner. 
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2. The phrase “sinless perfection” as 
descriptive of our present life is really 
impossible, and because of its ambiguity 
ought to be avoided. Even John Wes- 
ley said, “I do not approve of the term 
‘sinless perfection.’” It inevitably sug- 
gests the doctrine of the eradication of 
the evil principle in this life, to which 
Scripture gives no countenance, Indeed, 
as I have said elsewhere, both Scripture 
and experience are entirely opposed to 
it. The passage which is most fre- 
quently adduced in support of this con- 
tention is the one already considered: 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
But quite apart from the meaning of the 
adjective considered: above, it is often 
overlooked that the point of the passage 
turfs on the word “therefore,” suggest- 
ing the need of looking at the context, 
when it will be found that the sole ref- 
erence is to our being sons of our 
Father, who sends His rain and sunshine 
*on the good and evil; and, for this rea- 
son, we are to emulate the same impar- 
tiality of beneficence. 


Another and the chief reason why 
such a term as “sinless perfection” is 
impossible in this sense is that sin is 
not only positive transgression, but a 
want of conformity with the divine re- 
quirement. To be perfect, therefore, is 
to be in accord. with the law of God, 
and this is not merely negative but posi- 
tive, not merely the absence of sin, but 
the complete fulfillment of all God’s re- 
quirements in thought, word, and deed. 
Even human law teaches that ignorance 
does not excuse anyone, and we must 
never reduce the area of our moral ob- 
ligation by limiting it merely to our 
consciousness. It is essential for us to 
keep ever before our minds the abso- 
lute standard of God’s requirements. 


‘3. The difficulty probably arises be- 
cause of the confusion made between 
what the New Testament describes as 
the believer being “in Christ” and 
“Christ” being “in” the believer. If 
these two are not distinguished, difficulty 
and error are certain to arise. It will, 
therefore, help us if we make as clear 
as possible the fundamental distinction 
between these two ideas. 


When the believer is spoken of as “in 
Christ,” it refers to his perfect judicial 
standing in the sight of God, while 
“Christ in” the believer invariably rec- 
ognizes the believer’s imperfect spiritual 
state. The former is perfect because 
Christ is and does everything to pro- 
vide our standing; the latter is imper- 
fect because in it our wills are involved, 
and this implies growth and the possi- 
bility of unfaithfulmess. “In Christ” 
means position; “Christ in” us means 
disposition. The former refers to our 
provision; the latter to our condition. 
The first is the guarantee of peace; the 
second of power. One is associated with 


our acceptance; the other with our ac- . 


ceptableness. There is, of course, a sense 
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in which the believer may be described 
as “in Christ” in connection with his 
personal life and needs, but it is de- 
cidedly best to make a distinction be- 
tween being “in Christ” for relationship 
and having “Christ in” us for fellow- 
ship. The former implies what we ob- 
tain; the latter what we attain. 


But it must always be borne in mind 
that thig imperfection connected with 
“Christ in” us. does not refer to Christ 
but to us, because of our imperfect ap- 
propriation of His grace. And if it be 
said that “I in Christ” is equally im- 
perfect, the answer is that the believer 
“in Christ” is to be associated with our 
judicial standing and, therefore, the em- 
phasis lies not on the “I” but on the “in 
Christ.” The “I,” the self, is, of course, 
always imperfect and sinful, but “in 
Christ” self is regarded as perfect in 
position and standing. “He hath covered 


* me with the robe of righteousness” (Isa. 


61:10). This teaches that when “He” 
covers “me” “I” am hidden “in Him,” 
and am what Paul calls “complete in 
Him,” or “made full” (Col. 2:10). So 
that when speaking of our standing or 
position, the emphasis fs on “in Christ” 
not on “I,” and when referring to our 
state or condition the emphasis is on 
“me” not on “Christ.” 


The same distinction is seen in John 
14:20 where we have “ye in me” and 
then “I in you.” The former, “ye in 
me,” expresses our position which is per- 
fect because it is based on Christ’s fin- 
ished work of redemption. ‘The latter, 
“I in you,” expresses our condition 
which is imperfect because it is based 
on Christ’s present continual work in 
us by the Spirit. Thus we have the two 
aspeets of truth, “Christ for us” and 
“Christ in us.” Let it be said again that 
there may be a sense in which the be- 
liever “in Christ”. may refer to our actual 
spiritual condition, but for our present 
purpose it is decidedly best to distin- 
guish in the way now shown. 


In a word, it is a distinction between ~ 


justification and sanctification. Justifi- 
cation is associated with God’s right- 
eousness; sanctification is associated with 
God’s holiness. Justification is the work 
of Christ for us; sanctification is the 
work of the Spirit in us. So that “per- 
fect” in the New Testament is mvari- 
ably descriptive of our present standing, 
never of our present state. Those who 
obtain and retain clear views of the fun- 
damental distinction between justifica- 
tion and sanctification, between position 
and condition, between standing and 
state, will never be troubled about “sin- 
less perfection.” And, thus, while the 
position of the believer “in Christ” is 
perfect and permanent, the experience 
of “Christ in” the believer, is necessarily 
imperfect and progressive, because the 
area of our consciousness is ever ex- 
tending. 

For our present purpose we miay, 
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therefore, say that the believer is com- 
plete but not completed; perfect but 
not perfected. The truth is what 
Prebendary Webb-Peploe once told a 
person who took a different view: “The 
real difference between us is that you 
believe in a perfect.sinner while we 
believe in a perfect Saviour.” 


Student Witnesses in the By-Ways 
By Betty Barwell 


PPROXIMATELY twenty students 
of the Multnomah School of the 
Bible, Portland, Oreg., are-planning to 
spend at least part of this summer in 
rural evangelistic work under the Stu- 
dent Missionary Council, an organiza- 
tion designed to bring together trained 
Bible school students and needy, Christ- 
less communities. Heading the Coun- 
cil as its president is C. Davis Weyer- 
haeuser, well-known lumberman of 
Tacoma, Wash. Charles H. Peterson is 
the secretary, Verne Spillman, treasurer. 
For the past two years, interested 
students have had the opportunity dur- 
ing the school months of doing visitation 
work and also of establishing and carry- 
ing on Sunday schools in various de- 
fense projects in or near Portland. This 
work was under the direction of How- 
ard B. Smith, former executive secre- 
tary, and was also carried on in small 
communities in the vicinity of Port- 
land. It has been the first such experi- 
ence for many of the students, and is 
proving to be valuable training for 
future missionary or pastoral work. 
This training is continued during the 
summer months as the students go into 
rural communities to reach people who 
are otherwise unreached by the Gospel 
message. This is done in a number of 
ways. Usually the young women hold 
vacation Bible schools for a week or 
two in each community, and also visit 
the homes of the children, thus meeting 
the parents and having a chance to 
talk to them about the Lord. Occasion- 
ally there is a chance for them to hold 


‘Bible classes or evening meetings, 


The young men will have an oppor- 
tunity this summer to give much-needed 
help on farms and ranches, with possi- 
bilities for Gospel work on Sundays. 
Working alongside the other men and 


‘living in the homes of the people will 


give them a chance to prove how prac- 
tical and worth while the Christian life 
is, as well as make them more aware 


‘of the spiritual poverty of so many of 


the people. 

Fifteen Multnomah students had a 
part in this kind of work in Central and 
Eastern Oregon last summer, visiting 
mining camps, logging camps, ranches, 
farms, and small towns. Many children 
and several adults were saved, and 
Christian people in practically every 
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workers. In some cases the closest 
church was 45 miles or more away, mak- 
ing it impossible for the people to at- 
tend Sunday services even if they 
wanted to. 


In rural America there are 12,000 
closed churches, and countless commu- 
nities having no form of religion what- 
ever. Hence the need is great. On the 
other hand, there are many young peo- 
ple in training for Christian work who 
need just this kind of practical experi- 
ence. The Student Missionary Coun- 
cil is seeking to meet these needs and 
further the work of the Gospel. The 
present objective of the Council is the 
evangelization of all of Central and 
Eastern Oregon, in continuation of the 
work ‘started there a year ago. 


Students from various Bible schools 
have been working under the Council 
since its founding in 1939, and the or- 
ganization’s work is expanding. Chris- 
tians can have a part in this work by 
praying, and by giving as the Lord may 
leads There are great possibilities in 
this field, and the Student Missionary 
Council is covering but a small portion 
of the territory. Leaders and workers 
are needed to evangelize other sections 
of rural America. When the war is 
over, and the boys come back, will it 
be to a Christian America, a Christian 
community? Let us do all we can to 
make it so. 


Anyone interested may receive fur- 
ther information by writing to the Stu- 
dent Missionary Council, care C. Davis 
Weyerhaeuser, Tacoma Building, Ta- 
coma 1, Wash. 

PORTLAND, OREG. 


Early Christian Temperance 
Leaders 
(Continued from second page) 


And Christian laymen stood by the 
clergy. Philadelphia Quaker, Anthony 
Benezet, in his “Serious Considerations 
on War, Slavery, and  Spirituous 
Liquors,” wrote of the last: “This, is a 
case so calamitous to mankind that to 
have a thorough sense of it, and yet not 
to remonstrate nor earnestly to caution 
against it, is certainly as criminal as it 
is unfriendly not to warn a blind person 
of a dangerous precipice or a pit. Yet 
alas! how unconcerned are the greatest 
part of mankind at this enormous ruin 
of multitudes.” That was from an 
earlier day. In 1842 John Quincy Adams 
could speak in happier vein: “Of the 
general movements of the temperance 
reform I have been a gratified and re- 
joicing witness. .. . It is at this moment 
presenting one of the most remarkable 
phenomena in the history of the human 
race.” ‘This address was delivered by 
the ex-President before the Norfolk 


community reached expressed their ap- ),,County (Mass.) Temperance Union, and 


preciation for the fellowship of. the 


is extraordinary: in its constant and 
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felicitous use of Scripture by “the Old 
Man Eloquent.” 


And lastly I must present the confes- 
sion of his faith by that other master 
of eloquence, William Lloyd Garrison. 
He was speaking in England on the 6th 
of July, 1867, his life-work as abolition- 
ist being finished, to a convention of 
temperance folk in Manchester, and 
identified himself with them and their 
cause in every particular. This now 
forgotten document deserves the widest 
notice. If we had the French custom 
of posting public documents in all the 
post offices of the land I should propose 
to give these eloquent words that pub- 
licity. 

“I should no more think,” he began, 
“of making a declaration of my temper- 
ance principles here than I should of 
my abolition principles. I took up the 
temperance cause in the day of its ad- 
versity, in the day of its inception, when 
all men were against it. Church and 
state, pulpits and politicians, influen- 
tial men everywhere were against it. 
I have always blessed God that the 
very first reformatory movement which 
I entered into was the temperance 
movement. Before I understood any- 
thing about slavery, forty years ago 
this very year, I was the editor of the 
first temperance paper ever started in 
the world and I have never swerved 
from the doctrine which I then laid 
down. . . . The temperance cause is a 
part of my life; it is in my soul; it is 
in my blood and bones; and I am ready 
anywhere and everywhere to testify in 
its behalf. . . . The abolitionists, wher- 
ever they were, were temperance men 
as a matter of course. They really con- 
stituted the backbone of the temperance 
movement, were the most incorruptible, 
and they needed no teaching whatever 
on the subject. It is certainly true that 
the temperance movement was a pre- 
lude to the antislavery movement. I 
have often said that the temperance 
movement was, under God, essential as 
a foundation which was being laid, 
whereon we could stand to address men 
in their sober senses and so to appeal 
to their consciences and to their hearts 
in the matter of slavery. ...I hail you 
as friends, as coadjutors, as reformers, 
as those who are lifted above all selfish 
considerations, philanthropists in deed 
and in word. I invoke upon you all 
the blessing of God. Nay I need not do 
it; that blessing will go with your 
work. And I trust you will find in all 
parts of the land a growing disposition 
to come up to this mighty movement. 

“My position is this. If people believe 
in prohibiting any crime whatsoever, 
then I say they will be recreant to jus- 
tice and right if they do not see that 
the liquor traffic is effectually put down. 
... I trust that at last, in every state — 
in the Union, it [Prohibition] will be 
effectively carried out. . . . Nothing is 
dearer to my heart ..«.” 
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LESSON 6. AUG. 6. POWER THROUGH SELF-DISCIPLINE (Temperance Lesson) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Proverbs 1:7-10,; Jeremiah 35:5-10; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 1 Thessalonians 5:22 
Golden Text.—And évery man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things.—1 Cor. 9:25 


Kine Jamas Vensiox 
Prov. 1:7 The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


8 My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake \not 
the law of thy mother: 


9 For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and: 


chains about thy neck. 
10 My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 


Jer. 35:5 And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechab- 
ites. pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye 
wine. 

6 But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab’ the son 
of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye ‘Shall drink ' no 
wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: 

7 Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vine- 
yard, nor have any: but all your days’ ye shall dwell in tents; 
that ye may live many days in the land ‘where’ ye be strangers. 

8 Thus have we obeyed the. voice of Jonadab the son of 


wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters; 
9 Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither. have we 
vineyard, nor field, nor seed: 
10 But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done 
according to all-that Jonadab our father commanded us. 


1 Cor. 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that’ ye may obtain. 

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in 
all things. Now they do it te obtain a corruptible crown; but 
we an incorruptible. _ 

26 I therefore so run, not as’uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air: 

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself 


'‘ should be a castaway. 


1 ‘Thess. 5:22 Abstain from. all appearance of evil. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 


Rechab our father in al] that he hath chgrged us, to drink no 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Giresp 
Approach to the Lesson 

T WOULD be a great mistake ‘to 

suppose that the passages of Scrip- 

ture selected for today’s lesson are 
addressed to the unsaved, with a view 
to arousing them to the importance ‘of 
self-discipline, in order to fit themselves 
for life on earth and to prepare for the 
life to come. They all, with the excep- 
tion of the story_of the Rechabites, have 
to do with the responsibility of childrén 
of God to walk in obedience to the Word 
of the Lord, so that they may grow in 
grace and in practical holiness (2 Cor. 
7:1). They emphasize the great prac- 
tical truth that while we are saved by 
grace, we are responsible to deny the 
claims of the flesh and to walk in the 
path of self-abnegation which our Sav- 
iour trod before us, if we would become 
strong Christians and earn the rewards 
that our Lord longs to bestow upon us 
for faithful service. 

The term, self-indulgent follower of 
Christ, is a misnomer. We can only 
honor Him as we reckon ourselves dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God in 
Him (Rom. 6:11). 

But, while all this is true, we need to 
remember that in the divine govern- 
ment even men of the world are warned 
against intemperance and vicious be- 
havior, “for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). Be- 
cause one does not yet know Christ as 
Saviour does not relieve him of moral 
responsibility. The path of self-disci- 
pline leads to a healthy and a satisfying 
life from a merely human standpoint. 
God’s Word abounds in warnings against 
fast living and intemperate excesses of 
all kinds. Therefore we should ever, 


, 


both by precept and example, endeavor 
to guide the feet of the young into the 
way of clean and righteous living, al- 
ways_looking to God to draw their hearts 
to Himself in complete self-surrender, 
and acknowledgment of Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord. 

The Historical Setting 


The Book of Proverbs is a collection 
of wise maxims designed to guide the 
young and save them from the evils of 
sélf-indulgence. It was written by Solo- 
mon about a thousand years before 
Christ. Jeremiah, who records the story 
of the Rechabites, flourished in the last 
part of the seventh century before 
Christ. The Jetters to the Corinthians 
and to the Thessalohians were written 
by Paul some years after he entered 
upon his great missionary career. 


Verse by Verse 


Prov. 1:7.—“The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of knowledge.” Fear 
here implies, not dread, but rather rev- 
erent awe. He who. does not revere 
God is branded as a fool, a simpleton, 
who in his colossal ignorance often 
fancies himself wiser than his Creator 
and so, ignoring all advice, plunges 
headlong into things that are destruc- 
tive alike to body and soul. 


Verse 8—“The instruction of thy 
father ... the law of thy mother.” Par- 
ents, if godly themselves, are ‘youth’s 
wisest counselors. To spurn their coun- 
sel is to take the road to ruin. 

Verse 9.—“An ornament of grace unto 
thy head, and chains about thy neck.” 
The most charming of all adornment is 
that of a quiet, subject spirit, such as 
Peter recommends to Christian women 
(1 Pet. 3:3, 4). 

Verse 10.—“If sinners entice thee, con- 
sent thou not.” Misguided youths often 


and used by permission. 


imagine it speaks of manly independ- 
ence to follow with the sophisticated 
worldling and join in sinful follies and 
excesses. But the truly independent man 
or woman is the one who clings to high 
ideals, seeks to honor God, and so dares 
to be different and to refuse to walk in 
the way of the ungodly. 


Jer. 35:5—“I set before the sons of 
the house of the Rechabites pots full 
of wine.” This was intendeg as a test 
to see whether thése Rechabites would 
cleave to the principles laid down by 
the founder of their family some years 
before. 


Verse 6—“They said, We will drink 
no wine.” Spurning the proffered bev- 
erage, they gave as their reason the fact 
that “Jonadab the son of Rechab,” their 
father, had commanded his descendants 
to avoid everything that pertained to 
such indulgence. They regarded his 
word as laying a sacred obligation upon 
them to be obedient to his expressed 
will. 


Verse 7—“All your days ye shall 
dwell in tents.” Jonadab evidently had 
a horror of the temptations of city life, 
and so bade his children to maintain a 
nomadic existence “far from the mad- 
ding crowd.” 


Verse 8—“We obeyed the voice of 
Jonadab .. . in all that he hath charged 
us, to drink no wine all our days.” We 
may be certain that they lost nothing 
by this strict teetotalism and they pre- 
served a good conscience, which is of 
more value than any dangerous experi- 
ments with dubious pleasures. 


Verse 9.—“‘Neither have we vineyard, 
nor field, nor seed.” So determined were 
they not to expose themselves or their 
children to temptation, that they would 
not even avail themselves of what might 
otherwise be perfectly allowable. Their 
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respect for the law of their progenitor 
outweighed all other considerations.” 


Verse 10.—“We .. . have obeyed, and 
done according to all that Jonadab our 
father commanded us,” In this they -be- 


’ came examples of loyalty to principle, 
which we may well imitate, even though - 


not bound by exactly the same require- 
ments. 


1 Cor. 9:24.—*So run, ‘that ye may ob- 
tain.” In this passage the apostle is 
stressing the difference between salva- 
tion, which is wholly of grace, and re- 
wards, which are given by the Lord 
for faithful service. He uses the illus- 
tration of the racecourse. The athlete 
here portrays the Christian now running 
the race of godliness. He is to be care- 
ful not to permit anything to turn him 
aside, so that he may not miss the prize 
at the end of the way. 


Verse 25—“Every man that striveth . 


. . . is temperate in all things.” The 
successful contestant must be careful not 
to give way to debilitating habits. He 
needs to exercise self-control that he 
may be at his best in the arena. If men 
do these things to obtain a corruptible 
prize, how much more careful, should 
he be who has. eternal values in view. 


Verse 26.—“I therefore ‘so run, not as 
uncertainly.” Paul himself was running 
the race. He had no fear of the out- 
come. He counted on finishing his course 
with joy (Acts 20:24). This he did, as 
we learn from 2 Timothy 4:7. 


Verse 27.—“I keep under my body.” 
He dare not become careless, lest he 
lose out in the race and become at last 
a castaway —that is, be disapproved 
and sc ‘fail of the longed-for reward. 
No servant of Christ dare trifle -with -sin 
if he would have the Lord’s approval 
and commendatftn for a life of devoted 
service. 


1 Thess. 5:22.—“Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil.” The Revised Version 
is clearer here —“every form of evil.” 
Even things that ate good may -seem to 
be evil in the eyes of some uninstructed 
people. But we are to abstain from 
every known form of evil in order that 
God may be glorified in our lives. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


While it is very important to instill 
right moral principles into the mind of 
a child, it is ever necessary to stress, 
above all else, the need of being in a 
right relationship to God by the new 
birth and obedience to His Word, in 
order that one may receive from Him 
the power, through the indwelling Holy 
Spirit, to overcome all evil tendeneies 
and ‘unclean habits. Children should 
be admonished to avoid all evil com- 
panionships and the indulgence in any- 
thing that would have a tendency to 
form such habits. _ But parents should 
never overlook the fact that morality 
and self-control, right and precidus as 


théy are, do not save, There must be’ 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
_& July 30.—Gideon’s Faithful Fewi 
Judges 6, 7, and 8 
Next Week's Lesson 


1. Acet 13.—The Priest in the Life of 
Covecccccsseces 1 Samuel 1:1 ‘to’ 4:18 








personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 


in ordet to become children of God. 


A Lesson Outline 

THe DIscrptinep Lire 
Reverence for God (Prov. 1:7) 
Filial obedience (v. 8) , 
Spurning evil companionships (v. 10) 
_Obedience to principle (Jer. 35:6-10) 
Purpose of heart (1 Cor. 9:25) 
Godly self-control (v. 27) 
Avoidance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Book of Proverbs. This has been 
called “The Young Man’s Book.” In it, 
the Wisdom that brought the universe 
into existence deigns to mark out a 
safe path through this world for those 
who own allegiance to God, their. Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. It is a book that 
transcends all dispensational limitations 
and therefore is applicable in every age. 
None will go astray who follow ‘caré- 
fully the instruction it gives. It does 
not corisist- of doctrinal teaching, but 
is made up of wise maxims and pithy 
aphorisms, designed to. warn against 
wrong behavior and point out the path 
of rectitude. Solomon gives his reasons 
for writing it in Ecclesiastes 12:9, 10. 


Applications and Summaries 

It is great grace to be brought to a 
saving knowledge of Christ after years 
spent:in sin and folly. It is ‘greater 
grace to be saved from. such a life. of 
sin by turning to Christ in early days. 

There may be reformation: without re- 
pentance and without regeneration. But 


there is no ‘true repentance nor regén-- 


eration apart from reformation. 

It takes real character to go against 
the trend ofthe times. 
can float downstream. There must be 
life to go against the current. 

Apart. altogether from Christianity, 
self-interest and a sense. of human de- 
cency should lead one. to avoid inebriety 
and licentiousness. 


To live a disciplined life pays big div-/ 


idends in this world. To live godly-in 
Christ Jesus means blessing here and 
in the life: to come. 

No one can be at his best, either phys- 
ically or mentally, who poisons his body. 
by the use of alcoholic beverages. 

- CHICAGO. st 

‘Please pray for. the staff of The Stun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 


and for God’s blessing upon the contents 


of the two papers: *-- 


Any dead fish 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY is it unsafe to ignore the wise in- 
structions of godly parents? 

2. What is wrong with much of. our —- ‘ 
cation? . 
3. People say, “rn try austhiad once.” 

Why is this unwise? 
4. Were the Rechabites believers in God? 


5. What hope is there for a Christian who 
is careless about administering self-disci- 
pline? 

6. What did Paul mean by being a “cast- 
away’’? 

7. What is the difference between salva- 
tion and reward? 


8. Is there such a thing as being intem-~- 
perate in the Lord’s work? 


(Answers on page 523) 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Tough Fiber and Abstinence.—Ye shall 
drink no wine, neither ye, nor your 
sons for ever (Jer. 35:6). The Jews are 
a hardy race of tough fiber or they 
could not have existed through the per- 
secutions of the centuries. God gave 
Moses directions for the physical life 
of His Chosen People. The Ten Com- 
mandments were only a part of God’s 
care. The Jew always knew what he 
was eating, and there was rabbi in- 
spection to see that the meat was all 
right for the Hebrew stomach. 


It is in the lifetime of the present 
writer that old John Law has ordered 
all butchering plants to be carefully in- 
spected and only healthy and whole- 
some meat sent to market. 


The Jewish housewife buys her poul- 
try on the “hoof.”. One of my Rock Run 
Sunday school “boys,” in the depression, 
wanted to get a truck and a tank and 
peddle live fish. “Who would buy live, 
kicking fish?” I asked. “The Jewish 
women would buy all I could get.” But 
he could not get the live fish. He was 
later made state fish warden. 


Now in our lesson we come to the 
matter: of drinking. The broadcasters, 
after giving you the “news,” grow elo- 
quent about wines, vermouth, and beer. 
The, “wine and strong drink” were to 
be. cut out by Samson’s mother. 

When I was a boy in Midway we 
lived next door to a famous tavern kept 
by a woman known as “Aunt Kate Bair.” 
In all my boyhood I never saw a 
drunken woman. Aunt Kate Bair would 
have beén shocked beyond words if any 
girls or women came to her barroom. 
Yét. my Philadelphia doctor, who be- 
longs to a country club near the city, 
télis me the men have been crowded 
out of the clubhouse bar by mothers and 
daughters drinking hard liquor. The 
méh who want a drink of liquor have 
to drink -it downstairs in the locker’ 
room. ' And the tipplers are not ortho-* — 
dox' ‘Jewish mothers ‘and daughters.: —~ 
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The Working Girl and the Rich Law- 
yer.—Fools despise wisdom and instruc- 
tion. ... My son, if sinners entice thee, 
consent thou not (Prov. 1:7, 10). A boy 
or girl rarely acquires the tobacco or 
drink habit automatically as he or she 
acquires the ice cream soda and pleasant 
soft drink habits. The drugstore coun- 
ter, and not the taproom bar, is the call 
young people answer. 

The first attempt to smoke usually 
causes’ a more or less sickness, while 
the first taste of beer is bitter, and the 
first drink of ‘strong stuff is apt to burn 
and choke. In consequence the Devil 
hunts those he would “devour” in other 
ways. 

There is a young woman in Philadel- 
phia who has been waiting on me for 
many years. She.is fatherless, and years 
ago elected me to that position. She 
tells me her troubles and problems. I 
said to her awhile ago, “Marie, do you 
smoke?” She blushed and replied, “Mr. 
Ridgway, it had to be you who asks’*me! 
Yes, I do.” “How come a smart girl 
like you should fall for such a miser- 
able habit?” “I thought it was smart 
tg smoke. Now I find I can’t stop.” 
“Smartness” snared Marie! 

Some years ago I was entertained in 
one of the finest homes in York, Pa. At 
the close of dinner, after clearing the 
table, the maid placed a decanter of 
wine with glasses before my host. “Mr. 
Ridgway, I always take a little port 
wine after dinner. Will you join me?” 
said Mr. Smythe. “Wouldn’t you be sur- 
prised if I did?” I laughingly replied. 
“No, indeed. Lots of my friends also 
like a little good liquor.” “Not Sunday 
school superintendents and teachers of 
men’s Bible classes,” I replied. And 
then I added, “If I should drink the 
wine with you I would go down in your 
estimation like a shot bird,—now, 
Smythe, honest Injun, wouldn’t I?” 
“Yes — you — would,” slowly and _ sol- 
emnly said Smythe. 

Now, listen, you young fellow who 
may have to meet this temptation to 
drink — Mr. Smythe said to a friend of 
mine, “Your man Bill Ridgway is one of 
the finest, genuine, outstanding Christian 
men I have ever known, and I value 
him highly as one of my best friends.” 

COATESVILLE, PA. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Roth E. Dow 


HAT would you do if one of your 

friends had a couple of cigarettes 
and suggested that you and he smoke 
them? Suppose he made fun of you 
and dared you to smoke one. Could 
you say “No”? What would you do if 
you were invited to a party, and cock- 
tails were served? You know your par- 
ents would not approve. Perhaps you 
have signed a pledge that you would 
never. drink liquor..-Would yeu just 
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follow the crowd; or politely’ say, “Ne, — 


thank you”? 

The Bible tells a story of what some 
men did who were invited to drink 
wine. Find it in Jeremiah 35:5, 6, 8. 
The Rechabites were loyal to the -stand- 
ards of. their family about drinking wine, 
even when they were among those who 
did drink. . Probably some folks made 
fun of them for being so “old-fashioned.” 
But God praised them for their obe- 
dience to their father’s command, and 
rebuked His own people because they 
would not obey their Heavenly Father. 

A man who became king remembered 
the sayings his mother taught him about 
drinking (Prov. 31:1, 4). 

Has your father or mother given you 
orders about smoking and drinking? 
Can you stick to their orders and say, 
“No,” when you are away with others 
who tempt you to disobey? The Prov- 
erbs of Solomon, the wisest man who 
ever lived, give us God’s word. on these 
things (Prov. 1:8, 10). 

You know that coaches of baseball 
teams and other sports are very strict 
about these miatters, and the boys must 
not break training rules. Even a little 
disobedience to the rules makes a poorer 
player. Only those who have good self- 
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xontrol.and whe can say “No” to temp- 
tations make successful players. You 
boys and girls are in training and prac- 
tice for the game of life. Who are your 
coaches? What is the book of rules? 
Every time you say “No” to something 
that will weaken you, you are strength- 
ening the muscles of your character. 
The men and women who have done big 
and heroic things were those of strong 
character... Do you think General 
Joshua, Caleb the giant-killer, valiant 
Othniel, Judge Deborah, Gideon and his 
three hundred were weaklings who let 
others persuade them to do wrong and 
hurtful things? 

Your Bible readings tell of others who 
were tempted. Some said “No,”- and 
their names became honored. Some 
gave in to temptation, and the result 
was failure. (1) From the Books of the 
Law. Can you say “No” if you have a 
chance to get even? (Gen. 37: 23-28; 42:3, 
6; 45:1-15); (2) From the Books of His- 
tory. Can you say “No” to the thought 
of taking something that doesn’t belong 
to you? (Josh. 6:17-19; 7:1-26); (3) 
From the Books of Poetry. Can you 
say “No” to the temptation to “cuss” and 
swear? (Job 1:1-3, 14-22; 2:7-10); (4) 
From the Books of the Prophets. Can 
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Lesson for August 6 





you say “No” to unhealthy food and 
drink? (Dan. 1:3-20); (5) From the 
Gospels. fan you say “No” to a de- 
sire for power? (Matt. 4:5-11); (6) From 
the Book of New Testament history. 
Can you say “No” to the temptation to 
lie? (Acts 4:34 to 5:11); (7) From the 
Epistles. .God’s promise that no temp- 
tation will be too hard to say “No” to 
(1 Cor. 10:13). 


BucKSPoRT, MAINE. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


-f RE you using the quiz questions? 
How do they work? I would be 
glad to hear from you about them. This 
lesson centers about obedience to par- 
ents, with emphasis also on temperance. 
If you are using a map, the location is 
about where Jericho is on the Pales- 
tine map. The Rechabites were of the 
tribe of Benjamin, and that was their 
country. 
Quiz 
1. Who were the Rechabites? 2 Samuel 
4:2. 
2. What did Jeremiah set before the 
sons of Rechab? Jeremiah 35:5. 
3. What did he tell them to do? Jere- 
miah 35:5. 
4. What did they say? Jeremiah 35: 6a. 
5. What had Jonadab the son of Rechab 
commanded them? Jeremiah 35: 
6b, 7. 
6. Did they obey Jonadab? Jeremiah 
35: 8-10. 
7. What did Moses command children 
concerning their parents? Exodus 
20: 12. 
8. What did Solomon tell children to 
do? Proverbs 1:8. 
9. What did Paul say to children? 
Ephesians 6:1. 
10. What does God want every one of 
you to do? 


Osey Your FATHER AND MOTHER 


This story of the children of Rechab 
is a wonderful example of children 
obeying a father for several generations. 
The command not to drink wine is one 
every father could well give his chil- 
dren, and it is just as good a command 
today as it was then. The other com- 
mands not to build houses, nor sow seed, 
nor plant vineyards, nor own them were 
personal commands to that family. We 
know nothing of the reasons for these 
commands, and they have nothing to do 
with us. But the obedience of the fam- 
ily to those commands does give us a 
great pattern of obedience. Some of the 
children of Rechab no doubt objected 
to those commands, just as children do 
today, and said they were foolish, but 
they obeyed. 

How often ‘we hear children say, 
when disobeying, “But I want to do it.” 
We have heard a lot about self-expres- 








sion in-recent years, and, in our crime 
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wave, we are reaping the harvest of a 
generation left to their own way, their 
own self-expression; and still another 
generation is coming along with a juve- 
nile delinquency problem. The blame 
for all this is on the parents’ heads. We 
should .call our problem that of delin- 
quent parents. 

Every child who has any life at all 
has a will of his own and wants to have 
his own way, but the careful parent 
soon teaches him that he cannot always 
have his own way. Father and Mother 
have the say about what he may do and 
must do. It is never too early to begin 
teaching this. Many times it is begun 
too late, after the child has established 
a habit of doing as he pleases. So this 
is a lesson for parents as well as chil- 
dren. 

It requires line upon line and precept 
upon precept to instill the lesson of obe- 
dience. Sometimes a child must have 
a hard lesson to learn it; but it is worth 
while. 

First should come obedience to God 
by Father and Mother. Then their com- 
mands to their children will be in ac- 
cordance with God’s will. Then will 
come obedience to parents on the part 
of the children, and with that, obedience 
to the Lord. 

For a Memory Verse, learn Ephesians 
6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord: for this is right.” There are 
promises to obedient children, and we 
all know how obedience to parents 
spares a child much grief, and often 
physical injury, and sometimes even 
saves life. Give your children some 
examples from your own experience. 
The disobedient child is the one who 
suffers, though he thinks he is having 
the best of it. He is doing as he pleases 
at a great price which he will pay some 
day. ,' 

Mopesto, CALir. 

we 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Heavenly 
Father, Thou dost have the most tender re- 
gard for Thy children. Thy Word is filled with 
the expression of Thy will, and in our lesson 
today we are given plain directions concern- 
ing what’ should be our practices in this 
earthly life. May we be strong to meet the 
occasions of life, and not be drawn aside by 
false teaching concerning the great gift of 
life that we have from Thy fatherly hand. 
May that gift be guarded and used to the 
utmost blessing of those around us. We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—We have been 
studying today concerning passages in 
the Old Testament and in the New that 
point out our duty on the question of 
strong drink. In almost every neighbor- 
hood we see those who have not followed 
the Scriptures in this respect, but have 
followed their own desires into distresses 
of mind and body. Some of us are able 


to attend services in Gospel missions, or 
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to hear such services over the radio. 
They are all directed to some who have 
lost the best of life because they have 
not steadily asked God to give them 
strength for the mastery over such an 
evil thing as the habit of strong drink. 
Why will men be so easily deceived? 
Why should a pleasant social evening 
have so serious a blemish as alcoholic 
drink? Many do not look beyond the 
social glass to the slavery that so easily 
follows. What is the Golden Text of 
this lesson? Yes, “And every man that 
striveth for the mastery ig temperate in 
all things.” Why not remain on the 
safe side when so much is involved? Let 
us pray. 





UARDING 
OD’S 
REAT 
rT OF LIFE 
AM I TEMPERATE IN ALL THINGS? 











Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Paul wrote those sport- 

loving Corinthians, “I therefore so 
run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not 
as one that beateth the air.” He named 
a state of mind that would cause any 
runner or fighter to fail, a state of mind 
that definitely was not his: uncertainty. 
It is not only hindering to be uncertain, 
but positively demoralizing. Have you 
ever noticed in driving a car, approach- 
ing a fork in the road, if you have not 
decided which road you will take, how 
you slow down? Then you make up 
your mind, and down upon the acceler- 
ator goes your foot! So drive I, not 
as uncertainiy. Makes a big difference. 
To be uncertain saps one’s strength, 
makes one nervous, and therefore un- 
reliable. 

The Nazis are suffering from uncer- 
tainty; they are poised on a hair trig- 
ger, we are told, getting more and more 
jittery each day. One might almost 
imagine their state of mind to be like 
that of the Midianite soldier who told 
of his dream: “Behold, I dreamed a 
dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the host of Midian, and 
came unto a:tent, and smote it that it 
fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay 
along. And his fellow answered and 
said, This is nothing else save the sword 
of Gideon ... for into his hand hath God 
delivered Midian, and all the host.” And 
it was true; when they heard the trum- 
pets of Gideon and his earthen pitchers 
crashing, they were so blinded by fright 
and uncertainty that they fell upon each 
other, and over each other, and great 
was the rout. , 


Paul says, “So fight I, not ag one that 
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beateth the air.” And so it should be 
— so it can be with every true Christian. 
We can know of a surety that our great 
Captain is all-wise and invincible. His 
goal is definite; His orders are plain. 
His goal is our goal, and His orders are 
ours to obey. If, like Paul, we “keep 
under” our body, trusting and “looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith,” we shall never be tortured 
and incapacitated by uncertainty. We 
will fight a clean and winning fight, and 
lay our trophies one day at the feet 
of our Lord. * 
Avon Park, FLA. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ge Eg aa a 
Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
iitestration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not~ be 
Fos 4 Cy “Tllustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the pressed lesson text. Because of the 
resent pa shortage, readers are asked to 
t the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Why Don’t They Stop It?—And every 
man that striveth for the mastery is 
temperate in all things (1 Cor. 9:25, 
Golden Text). A party of tourists was 
enjoying a short trip in a little electric 
launch off the Pacific coast, when a 
thoughtless joke turned the conversa- 
tion into serious channels. “No, sir,” 
said the boatman, against whom the jest 
had been directed; “I don’t drink. Whis- 
key and my business don’t’ go together.” 
“I guess it wouldn’t do for a boatman 
to. get drunk,” admitted the man who 
had started the subject. “It wouldn’t 
do for him to drink at all,” returned 
the boatman, sticking to his point. “For 
this kind of work he needs all the brains 
he’s got. In my opinion, he’s unfit for 
it after he’s taken his first glass.” “Same 
way in my profession,” said the doctor 
in the group. “Every physician should 
be a teetotaler, and so should every 
surgeon. It’s a kind of work where the 
least clouding of the faculties or the 
slightest unsteadiness of the hand may 
cost a life.” “I’m not a professional 
man,” said a keen-eyed New Yorker, 
with an unmistakable air of prosperity, 
“but we found that a fellow who sut- 
ceeds in business nowadays needs all the 
brains nature gave him. More failures 
begin with wine suppers than in any 
other way, in my humble opinion.” The 
spectacled gentleman in the bow of the 
boat listened with interest. “I never 
take so much as a glass of wine,” he 
remarked, “but I know much concern- 
ing the wrecks drink has made of men. 
I’m a specialist on insanity. Of about 
nine-tenths of my cases, insanity is due 
to the intemperate habits of the patient 
or one of his parents.” The silence that 
followed was broken by the voice of a 
little boy. “But, Papa, if drinking is 
good for all the bad things, and bad for 
all thé good things, why don’t people 
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stop it?” The question is still wafting 


for an answer—From. the Reiigious 
Telescope. Sent by Amy C. Clippinger, 
Chambersburg, Pa. Prize illustration. 


The Path of Sanity.—The fear of the 
Lord is the. beginning of knowledge 
(Prov. 1:7). How is-the path of sanity 
and steadfastness to be found? How is 
one to learn to be sober and gentle, and 
self-controlled? The great ‘secret, I am 
firmly convinced, and I beg for earnest 
consideration of it, is to keep nearer to 
God than to Christians. One can stand 
almost anything if one dwells in the 
secret place of the Most High. Our 
Lord could face all the contradictions of 
sinners and the unbelief of His own fam- 
ily in Nazareth because He dwelt not 
there, but in the bosom of His Fsther. 
—From Dr. A, T. Schofield. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Mink Coats or Spiritual Garments.— 
For they shall be an ornament of grace 
unto thy head, and chains about thy 
neck (Prov, 1:9). Columnist’ E. V. 
Durling is amazed at the eagerness of 
women to wear mink coats. ‘He says: 


. “It is understandable that a woman 


would enjoy and be thrilled at wearing 
a mink coat. But why is the desire to 
wear such a garment so intense that 
women place it among their outstand- 
ing ambitions? The things a woman 
will agree to do to own or even be 
allowed to wear a mink coat are aston- 
ishing. A New Jersey woman, finding 
it impossible to get a maid in the nor- 
mal way, added to her advertisement: 
‘Maid can wear my mink coat on her 
day off.’ She received over 600 answers, 
and now has the most efficient maid she 
ever had.” Our’ amazement is.-some- 
what different. We ‘marvel that more 
women, as well as mén, do not allow 
the Lord to clothe them with the “gar- 
ments of salvation” and the “robe of 
rightéousness” (Isa. 61:10). Costly as 
are mink coats, they cannot compare 
in value with that of thése’ spiritual 
garments !—From Now. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Mason City, Nebr. 


He Sold His Wings.—If sinners entice 
thee, consent thou not (Prov. .1:10). 
Reasons of failure. are many. The neg- 
lect of seemingly. trivial things is. one 
of the .most common. When I was a 
young lad my mother. used to tell me 
the story, in verse, of a fox and a sky- 
lark. The skylark was fond of worms, 
but found them. hard to get. One day 
he fell in with a cunning fox who had 
the bright idea. of exchanging worms 
for feathers, But let. the poem tell the 
tale: , 


Who will buy? Who' will buy? 
I am selling in all weathers — 
Fine: and fat and juicy werms : . 
In exchange. for -skylark feathers. 


And the birdling said, “I’ve got plenty 
of feathers, [ll buy a worm..or two.” 
He did: but that day it s@eniéed as though 
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he could not fly quite so high — imagina- 
tion perhaps. ‘The next day, 
. 
Who will buy? Who will buy? 
Surely we can come to terms. 
In exchange for skylark feathers 
I am selling luscious worms. 


So more feathers changed hands; and, 
at last, the birdling, taking off, fluttered 
and fell Ever after, as the old birds 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Pow THROUGH SELSDISCIPLIN A 





bh. 26 @) ¥& 











“The Little Jetts Bible,” by Wade C. 
Smith (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.50) 
is a collection of Bible narratives in 
Bible order, with Scripture passages 
and Little Jetts illustrations side by side, 
from thirty-one books of the Old Testa- 
ment. Mr. Smith will autograph books 
ordered from him or sent to him, if 
atcompanied with five cents postage. 
Address: The Rev. Wade C. Smith, Jack- 
sonville, North Caroling. (This is not 
a misprint for Jacksonville, Fla.) ‘ , 
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were teaching the young to fly, they 
would take them to a graveyard in the 
meadow. There on a tiny tombstone 
was the verse: 


Here lies a foolish skylark; 

Hush your note, each bird that sings. 
Here lies a poor lost skylark 

Who for earthworms sold his wings. 


—From the Secret Place. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 


The One He Wanted.—And I said unto ° 


them, Drink ye wine (Jer. 35:5). A 
businessman once wanted somebody to 
fill a most important position, one of 
great responsibility, so he advertised 
and got a large number of applications. 
From these he picked twenty men, and 
asked them to be at a certain place on 
a certain day. On that day he went and 
found the twenty men there. “Well, 
men,” he said, “before we get on with 
the business, I think we may as well 
have a little drink. Come on,” and he 
set off toward a licensed hotel near by. 
The men quickly followed, all except 
one who lagged behind. “Hi, hurry up! 
Aren’t you coming for a drink?” the 
employer shouted. “No, thanks,” said 
the man, “I’m a total abstainer.” “Good 
for you,” said the employer, “you’re the 
man I want for this job!” and he turned 
and left the other men all tremendously 
surprised and disappointed—From the 
Gospel Herald. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Mason City, Nebr. 


Keeping Our Souls on Top—But I 
keep under my body (1 Cor. 9:27). The 
Sunday the small boy had to go to 
church alone, the text was Paul’s decla- 
ration, “I keép under my body.” When 
his mother asked what the text was, he 
replied, “I keep my soul on top.” He 
got the words a little mixed, but he had 
the big idea all right. And that is harder 
to learn and do now than ever before. 
The great temptation is to put the tem- 
poral things first. But God’s plan is to 
“put first things first.” Only so can we 
keep our souls on top.—From Southern 
Methodist Layman. Sent by Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


The Mark of the Beast.—Abstain from 
all appearance of evil (1 Thess. 5:22). 
A gruff old dentist was cleaning the 
teeth of a prominent society woman in 
one of our large cities. In his abrupt 
manner he said, “You smoke cigarettes,” 
and. continued, “you smoke Camels.” 
“Yés,” she replied. “I smoke cigarettes; 
but how do you know that I smoke 
Camels?”:. Said he, “I have cleaned up 
after Camels so many times that I have 
leatned to know their tracks.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


To be sustained in faith ander long 
delay of the answer to prayer is itself 
an answer to prayer beyond price (Matt. 
15:22-28).—Robert C. Chapman. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 519) 


1. Because evil habits, once formed, are 
hard to break, and they have a deteriorat- 
ing effect on the will. 


2. “The beginning of knowledge,” which 
is “the fear of the Lord,” has been left out. 

3. There is always the danger of starting 
something which one cannot stop. 


4. The Rechabites were not Israelites, but 
they did believe in Jehovah, and for their 
loyalty and’ obedience the Lord commended 
them. 


5. A Christian who thus sets his own way 
against God’s better way needs to turn his 
eyes upon Christ, desiring to please Him 
rather than self. Repentance and a yielded 
will are essential. 


6. Paul was not speaking of salvation but 
of service. 


7. The one is the gift of God’s grace. The 
other is given for devoted service. 

8. Yes, but there will be no intemper- 
ance if one is following the leading of the 
Spirit, and doing only those things He 
wants done. 

w 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


TRAINING FOR THE GAME OF LIFE 


6¢¥ WANT to be a Christian,” said a 

neighbor to whom I had just given 
a little tract called, “Encouragement for 
Clothesline Christians,” and asked her 
to send it to her soldier son. “I want 
to be a Christian, but I need someone 
to help me.” 

This mother does not understand that 
it is not a human helper that she needs, 
but Christ Himself. She does not come 
to church or make friends with God’s 
people; instead, she goes unhappily on, 
following her worldly ways, wishing all 
the while that someone would under- 
take for her in her half-hearted desire 
for the benefits of a Christian life. She 
needs not only self-discipline; she needs 
the Saviour’s discipline (Matt. 11:28). 

Another mother complained the other 
day, “My older daughter tells me that. 
I am not one particle too strict with 
Clara, but I declare I don’t know what 
to do to make her mind.” 

Clara, who will not heed her mother’s 
discipline as advised in Proverbs 1:7- 
10, needs, primarily, to become a hum- 
ble, willing disciple of Christ. Inci- 
dentally, so does the mother. One can- 
not discipline others wisely until she 
has been wise enough to discipline her- 
self (1 Cor. 9:27). 

“A woman is her own hardest task- 
master,” said a Christian homemaker to 
a group of girls. “If you would accom- 
plish anything splendid in this world, 
whether in a large or small way, you 
must compel yourself to keep at it.” 
That was what the Rechabites did (Jer. 
35:5-19), and the Lord rewarded them, 
while the Israelites who were drunk 
with riotous living reaped the harvest 
.of their own folly (Gal. 6:7). 

Since all of us are in such a hurry 
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as we race through this life, how essen- 
tial it is that we do not waste the pre- 
cious moments. List Paul’s rules for 
those in the Christian race (1 Cor. 9: 
24-27). Be purposeful; be a master in 
your field. Work for an incorruptible 
reward. How? ‘Train yourself not to 
give in to the whims of the flesh, 
whether it is sliding out of your share 
of the family chores, eating too much 
candy, or running off with the wrong 
crowd. Why not be known as a doer 
of right rather than an arguer against 
it? Why not be the lovely young girl 
you would want a daughter of your 
own to be? This requires Christ’s Spirit, 
but it requires individual perseverance 
as well. 

“Understanding is a wellspring of life 
unto him that hath it: but the instruc- 
tion of fools is folly” (Prov. 16:22). 
“Cease, my son, to hear the instruction 
that causeth to err from the words of 
knowledge” (Prov. 19:27). “Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good. 
Abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 
Thess. 5:21, 22). Do you see the con- 
tinuity? Learn what is evil and what is 
good; then, after receiving counsel from 
wise human sources and getting the 
mind of God through prayer and Scrip- 
tures, in the strength of the Lord make 
yourself obey. 

Questions for discussion: Are you let- 
ting yourself off too easy? How do you 
approach lessons, jobs, personal habits, 
social obligations, hardships? Are you 
lazy, haphazard, indifferent, or purpose- 
ful and discreet? How may you know 
which of several choices is best for you? 
Are you practicing self-discipline? How 
does making oneself do the right thing 
bring power and poise to personality? 
{an you please God if you are careless 
about the details of your life? Do you 
really want God’s wise counsel? 

This war is fast showing people that 
personal desires must be submerged in 
a cause that is bigger than any indi- 
vidual. How much more important is 
such an attitude toward spiritual mat- 
ters. Girls, let us train ourselves to 
travel along in this exciting world to 
the glory and praise of our God. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

w 


Children at Home 


The Little Brook 
By Emma Florence Bush 


NCE upon a time there was a tiny, 
tiny brook, flowing through a green 
meadow. It rippled along through the 
tall grasses on either side, and as it 
went it sang a pretty little rippling song: 


“I know I’m small, but wherever I go, 
The fields grow greener still.” 


On and on the little brook ran, water- 
ing the grass and the wild meadow 
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flowers on its banks, and it began to 
get a little bigger and broader. Still, 
as it rippled along, it sang: 


“I know I’m small, but wherever I go, 
The fields grow greener still.” 


Now the brook wasn’t so small any 
more. As it ran along it grew bigger 
and bigger until it watered the roots of 
the big trees that grew on its banks, 
and its pretty little rippling song 
changed into something deeper, as it 
sang: 


“I’m no longer small, but wherever I go, 
The fields grow greener still.” 


Now the brook was out of the 
meadows, and ran under the trees, then 
across the road, and into the pastures 
where the cows were kept. It ran more 
quietly now, for it knew it had work 
to do, but its song was still a happy 
one, as it sang: 


“I'm working hard, and wherever I go, 
The fields grow greener still.” 


The cows drank the cool water and 
the sheep in their pasture did, too. How 
grateful they were for the cool drinks 
in the summer’s heat, and the brook, 
little no longer, sang: 


“I have work to do, for wherever I go, 
The fields must be greener still.” 
+ 


At last the little brook reached the 
great river, but just before it emptied 
into the river, it looked back the way 
it had come, and saw the green grasses, 
the pretty flowers, the pastures with 
the cows and the: sheep, and the trees 
with their damp roots, and it sang: 


“How glad I am, that wherever I go, 
The fields will be greener still.” 


Then it joined the great river and 
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went on and on until at last it reached: 


the great ocean. 
GREENWOOD, Mass. 


Independent Fundamental 
Churches’ 


Fifteenth Annual Convention 


OLLOWING a pre-convention Fel- 

lowship Banquet on Saturday eve- 
ning, May 138, the Fifteenth Annual 
Convention of the Independent Funda- 
mental Churches of America formally 
opened its sessions Sunday afternoon, 
May 14, with a great mass meeting in 
the auditorium of the Woodward Ave- 
nue Church in Detroit, Mich. Here 
some two hundred delegates from all 
parts of the country gathered with hun- 
dreds of visitors and friends to hear 
two inspiring messages, one by Colonel 
F. J. Miles, director of the Russian Mis- 
sionary Society, and the other by James 
A. Stewart, founder of the European 
Evangelistic Crusade. 

Each of the succeeding days of the 
convention, Monday to Thursday in- 
clusive, began at 9 a.m. with a round- 
table discussion of practical Christian 
work problems, under the leadership of 
Dr. William McCarrell, following which 
came periods for prayer and for inspir- 
ing messages from the Word and re- 
ports from the foreign field by outstand- 
ing Christian leaders and missionaries, 
the program centering around the con- 
vention theme, “Exalting Christ.” 

On Tuesday morning several hundred 
delegates marched in a body from the 
Woodward Avenue Church to the City 
Hall, where they were received and 
welcomed by the Mayor of Detroit. 
That same afternoon they listened to an 
inspiring message by Chaplain Wesley 
J. Kozin from Fort Winfield Scott, Calif. 
He offered many practical suggestions 
on building servicemen’s spiritual morale 
by mail. Tuesday evening was marked 
by an address by the Rev. Merril T. 
MacPherson, D.D., of Philadelphia, who 
brought a challenging message on re- 
vival. So moved were the delegates 
that scores pressed forward after the 


~ message to spend an additional hour and 


a half in earnest prayer for revival. 
Several forceful resolutions were pre- 
sented during the convention by the 
Resolutions Committee. One voiced a 
strong protest to the Selective Service 
Headquarters at Washington, D. C., re- 
garding the cancellation of deferments 
for Protestant theological students. An- 
other expressed confidence in and en- 
couragement for the American Councii 
of Christian Churches, and its mouth- 
piece the Christian Beacon, in opposing 
the shameless apostasy of ‘the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica. At the Wednesday morning busi- 
ness session, the delegates recognized, 
by-a vote of thanks, the eighteen years 
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of faithful service of O. B. Bottorff, 
editor and publisher of The Voice. 

A startling presentation of the need 
for revitalizing Sunday school work was 
made on Wednesday afternoon by Har- 
old E. Garner, who pointed out that, 
according to statistics, one prominent 
denomination, if its present rate of de- 
cline in Sunday school enrollment con- 
tinues, will have no Sunday schools by 
1949. Among many other practical sug- 
gestions, Mr. Garner stressed the neces- 
sity of individual teachers and officers 
knowing Christ and His Word. 

“Watchman, What of the Night?” was 
the theme of Wednesday evening’s mes- 
sage by Wr. William E. Ashbrook, at 
which time a remarkable painting and 
song accompaniment by P. H. Kadey, 
helped to bring home to the delegates 


_the terrible condition of many thousands 


sinking in the night, without hope and 
without Christ. 

Special morning sessions for the ladies 
during the convention was an innova- 
tion well received and-attended. 

Thursday, the last day of the conven- 
tion, brought the unanimous election of 
the following officers for the coming 
year: President, the Rev. Merril T. 
MacPherson, D.D.; executive vice-presi- 
dent, Dr. W. O. H. Garman; vice-presi- 
dents, George Tuinstra, J. Elwood Evans, 
William E. Ashbrook, and R. E. Boyer; 
treasurer, Walter H. Bach; executive 
secretary, E. G. Zorn; editor of The 
Voice, O. B. Bottorff. 

On Thursday afternoon, Nye J. Lang- 
made spoke on the postwar outlook for 
Christian Education, and the closing 
meeting, in the evening, brought the 
convention to its climax with a penetrat- 
ing message from the Word by Andrew 
H. Telford on “Preparing for-a Hard 
Task.” 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 6 


1. “A Sower Went Forth to Sow” 
(Mark 4:1-20) . 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


OUR prayer meetings during the 

month of August will bring us four of 
the better known parables of the Lord 
Jesus. The one that is to be the subject of 
our discussion this week is generally 
spoken of as the “Parable of the Sower.” 
However, the central teaching is not so 
much concerned with the Sower or the 
seed, but rather with the different kinds 
of soil upon which the seed fell, and 
how the condition of the soil determined 
what occurred to the seed. According 
to the Lord’s own interpretation of this 
parable, the soil represents those that 























Lesson for August 6 


hear the Word of God as it is faithfully 
sown by the S@wer (Luke 8:12-15), 
therefore each of us who has at any 
time heard God’s Word read, or 
preached, or taught, or who has read it 
for himself, is included in the parable. 


we 

Four different kinds of soil or hearers 
are mentioned. The first is the “way 
side” soil. This was the hard beaten 
path around the field or across the field, 
where the soil was so trodden down 
and hard that the seed could not enter. 
Here it was walked on, as Luke tells 
(Luke 8:5) until the fowls of the air 
came and ate it. The Lord tells us that 
these fowls represent Satan, who 
snatches away the Word lest, even on 
such hard ground, it might spring up 
and grow. The hard wayside soil rep- 
resents the heart of natural man, un- 
plowed and unhumbled. 


bf 

The second kind of soil mentioned was 
the “stony ground.” The thought here 
is not that the ground contained stones, 
—sometimes very good crops are grown 
on such ground. The “stony ground? 
was made up of a thin layer of soil 
under which was hard bedrock. Such 
ground warms up quickly under the rays 
of the sun, but during the favorable 
season. of the year, when there is some 
rain, the seed will enter and quickly 
sprout in such ground. However, when 
a dry season comes, the young plants 
that have sprung up from the seed soon 
becéme withered because there is no 
depth of soil into which the root may 
strike deeper for moisture. 

Here we see the shallow and some- 
times hypocritical natures that receive 
the Word of God “gladly” (Mark 4:15). 
As long as no affilction or difficulty 
comes, the Word seems to thrive for a 
time, and there is a profession of faith. 
But when difficulty is encountered, or 
trials or adversities come, the growth 
withers and dies because there is no 
real root. Such individuals quickly let 
go of the Word and of their profession 
when they find it seemingly to their 
best interests to do so. 


of 

The third kind of ground mentioned 
is that in which all sorts of thorns were 
growing, or were permitted to spring 
up. The thorns, the Lord Jesus tells 
us, are the “cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things” (Mark 4:19). The word 
“cares” is used here not in the’sense of 
“difficulties” or “trials,” but rather in the 
sense of “concerns” or “occupations.” 


The thorny ground type of person is , 


one who is occupied and concerned with 
the things of the world rather than the 
things of Christ. Even though the 
ground is good and the seed quickly 
germinates and begins to grow, these 
other things crowd out the Word and 
choke it so that it cannot come to fruit- 
age. Can you think of any thorns that 
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may be choking the growth of God’s 
Word in your heart? 

we 

The fourth type of ground represents 

those who hear the Word, receive it 
in their hearts, where it is nourished, 
and where it grows to the point of 
bearing fruit. This is the objective of 
the sowing. No farmer would take the 
trouble to sow seed just for the exer- 
cise. The good “fruit” of the Word, in 
the light of 2 Timothy 3:16 and 17 is 
obviously good works and a life that is 
consistent and pleasing to God. 

- 


We have no justification for assuming 
that since some of the ground was hard 
and some was rock-bound and some 
was full of thorns that nothing could 
be done about it. Nor are we to assume 
that individuals are helpless to change 
their heart condition. True, it is that 
it is only through the Spirit of God 
and His working in the human heart 
that any change takes place. Neverthe- 
less, the disposition of the hearer of the 
Word can permit God to work a change. 
When He sends the deep plow of afflic- 
tion or sorrow to break up and soften 
our hearts, or when, in His love and 
grace, He roots out some of the choking 
thorns, we may in repentance and sor- 
row and humility acknowledge our 
faults and yield ourselves to His mel- 
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1} Soruns Adolf Schickelgruber’s 
challenge to God. This is the 
meaning of the present titanic 
array of demon forces! And 
‘*yet,’’ says God, ‘‘I have set my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion.’’ 
God's every eternal purpose is to 
establish a redeemed Israel in a 
redeemed Jerusalem, with the 
King of kings ruling in world 
supremacy. ‘To this pronounce- 
ment, a Satan-energized Nazi 
horde shrieks, ‘‘It shall not be! 
We shall destroy every Jew on 
this earth first!’’ 

Who will win — Adolf or 
God? And if God's interests are 
centered on Israel’s redemption, 
where should yours be? 


Your continued fellowship is 
truly needed in these sad days 
for Israel. Our paper, Zhe 
Chosen People, is sent to all con- 
tributors, and is proving a blessing 
to many of the Lord’s people. 
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lowing and softening agencies. Or, we 
may turn against His efforts to deepen 
and enrich our lives, and may harden 
our hearts against Him and refuse to 
be “exercised” (Heb. 12:11) by His chas- 
tening. 

Into which of the four groups must 
you place your heart today? If it is not 
in the fourth group, what are you going 
to do about it? 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


With the New Books 
Three Modern Bibles 


The Liberated Bible — The Old Tes- 
tament. Compiled by Shepard 
Knapp. (Revell, New York, $2.50.) 
The Bible for Today. Edited by 
John Stirling. (Oxford, New York, 
$6.50.) The Quotable Bible. Edited 
by Louis M. Notkin. (Samuel Curl, 
Inc., New York, $3.) 


NY attempt to put the Bible or a 

portion of it into the hands of the 
public in a new form deserves sympa- 
thetic consideration. God’s Word is liv- 
ing and powerful and needs only to be 
liberated. Its truths far transcend the 
ability of man to grasp them in their 
entirety. Hidden within its words are 
depths of meaning which can be studied 
and pondered over for years. Christians 
rejoice when any attempt is madé to 
bring the words of the Bible before the 
public in new and’ vivid printings such 
as will appeal to a wide audience. 

In many publications of the Bible in 
recent years, the text has been altered 
and the words of the original changed 
in order to fit in with the ideas of the 
particular editor. This is not true in 
the case of the three books before us. 
In each of them the words of the King 
James Version are used without change. 

Unfortunately one does not look very 
far into any one of these three books 
before it becomes apparent that they 
are prepared by men to whom the great 
central message of the: Scripture — the 
redemption which is provided through 
the vicarious suffering of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ —is not a matter of central im- 
portance. In all three of them there are 
notes that make it very clear that the 
writer does not accept the Bible as the 
Word of God in its entirety and, con- 
sequently, dependable and true in all its 
statements. This is clearest in the book 
called “The Liberated Bible—The Old 
Testament.” A glance over the table 
of contents of this book, shows clearly 
the bias of,the author. He places the 
Old Testament teaching about the sacri- 
fices, which were a preparation for the 
coming of Christ to die as the supreme 
offering to make atonement for sin, un- 
‘der the heading “Superstitious Prac- 
tices,” and “Groping in the Dark” (p. 
7). The wonderful prediction in Isaiah 
53 of the yicarious sacrifige of Christ 
by which God delivered man from the 
results of sin is placed here under a 
heading, “God’s Reliance Upon Man’s 
Help,” with a subhead, “God’s Service 
May Lead Through Tragedy to the Great 
Reward” (pp. 256, 257). The book takes 
the sections of the Old Testament and 
arranges them in an order which gives 
nothing whatever of the true teaching 
of the Old Testament, but presents rather 
the philosophy of the writer that the 
Old Testament is a book of ancient 
myths through which there gradually 
evolved a higher spiritual life. This is 
utterly contrary to the Christian view 
of the Scripture. 

The book called “The Bible for To- 
day” is better in that it prints the entire 
text of the Old and New Testaments 
without omission. However, titles and 
introductions are inserted, and these 
often betray an evolutionary philosophy 
and a disregard for the supernatural 
in the Scriptures. Thus, on page 953, 
we are told about Christ, “We have lit- 
tle information about His birth.” On 
page 9 the destructive criticism is ac- 
cepted, and the story of the flood held 
to be a composite account. 

The arrangement of the book in para- 
graphs of moderate length with titles 
given to them and with pictures drawn 
from modern scenes instead of from 
illustrations of the Scripture narrative 
is interesting, and would be thoroughly 
worth while if done from a viewpoint 
which involved acceptance of the basic 
supernatural teachings of the Scripture. 
In fact, the general purpose of both of 
the books thus far discussed is worth 
while, and one only regrets that it is 
not worked out by men who accept 
the Word of God as entirely true and 
trustworthy. 

The other bgok, “The Quotable Bible,” 
is of less value than the two already 
discussed.. It consists merely of a pres- 
entation of large portions of the Scrip- 
ture with each verse printed as a sep- 
arate paragraph. This interrupts the 
continuity of the réading and has no 
compensating advantage. If one desires 
the Bible printed in this way, he would 
be better off to secure a copy of the 
Authorized Version, which would con- 
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tain the entire Bible without the omis- 
sions which mar this work. There is a 
brief introduction to each book, and 
these sometimes reveal the author’s bias, 
as on page 407, where he says, “St. Mat- 
thew was probably a publican.” . How 
could one who accepts the Bible as the 
Word of God question the clear state- 
ments of the Scripture that Matthew 
was a publican? 


Stopping the Stork. By B. H. Shad- 
duck. (Homo. Publishing .Co., Ashta- 
bula, Ohio, 20 cents a copy; $1 for 8 
copies for free distribution.) “How 
many children are too many?. , Who 
wants to know? The landlord and.the 
neighbors may think any are too many. 
This is written in 1944, when Nazis want 
fewer Jews and many pillaged lands 
want fewer Nazis. The Chinese and 
Koreans prefer small Japanese families, 
and would like to make it retroactive 

” So begins this thirty-two page 


‘booklet, in Dr. Shadduck’s characteris- 


tic style, on a much-discussed and dif- 
ficult question, As the title clearly in- 
dicates, he deals with birth control. ‘What 
is his conclusion? As Calvin Coolidge 
is reported to have said of the minister 
who preached about sin, “He is agin 
it.” No one need fear that the booklet 
would do any harm to a young person, 
for Dr. Shadduck discusses principles, 
not methods, and is scrupulously. care- 
ful not to offend good taste. His humor 
is delightful, and, on the other . hand, 
there are many passages that touch the 
heart and almost bring tears to the eyes. 
He takes up most of the questions that 
one hears on the subject, and in his an- 
swers uses Scripture, many apt illustra- 
tions, and keen logic. He has much to 
say of the wisdom and strength ef our 
forefathers, as contrasted with this: lux- 
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ury-loving generation. In the last two 
pages one finds a masterpiece of story- 
telling, .when Dr. Shadduck reviews 
some’ 6f his own family history. 


‘Pray the Bible Way. Compiled by Ada 
A. Snyder. (Biblion Publishers, 4828 N. 
Kenmore’ Ave., Chicago 40, 35 cents.) 
Some of the midst effectual, fervent, and 
beautiful prayets ever uttered are to be 
found between the covers of the Bible. 
In this attractively printed vest-pocket 
size manual of somé 60 pages have been 
gathered together many of the Bible pe- 
titions; ‘interwoven like a mosaic of 
Scripture, to make a longer prayer. No 
comment or interpretation of any kind 
is added, following somewhat the pat- 
tern of the well-known “Daily Light.” 
There is a prayer to a page, and each is 
given a title’ expressing its character 
and purpose. The “Contents” list a num- 
ber of special prayers, personal prayers, 
and national prayers, and the Scripture 
referentes are all given in a section: at 
the. end: - Public praying could. be 
greatly enstéhed by a study of the little 
book. - 


How to Put Your Chureh School 
Across. By Basil Miller. (Zondervan 
Publishing’ House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., ‘cloth, $1; paper, 65 ‘cents.) What- 
ever Sunday school management ideas, 
new or old, are extant, it would seem 
that Dr. Miller has them all in this 


‘book. After describing the growing in- 


stitution, he tells how to sell it to the 
community, and what it means to “widen 
your grasp'and tighten’ your grip” in 
the Bible school program. ‘ He applies 
the competitive methods of : business, 
then insists, though graciously, on more 
action from the head of each depart- 
mént. Every sort of trick and gadget 
for the effectiveness of child worship, 
study, and play is considered, one en- 
tire chapter being devoted to the Col- 
lection. One wishes more stress had 
been laid on the fact that waiting on 
God in prayer until the Holy Spirit 
comes in power can accomplish that 
which man’s program so often fails to 
realize, — the salvation of the children. 


The Day of Wrath. By Harry E. Jes- 
sop, D.D. (Fleming H; Revell Co., 158 
Fifth Ave. New York 10, $1.25.) Dr. 
Jessop’s study on the premillennial com- 
ing of thé Lord differs from others in 
that its accompanying ‘chart is composed 
of three .carcles. ' In the first, the central 


fact’ is the Altar and the central people, : 


Israel, In the second, the central fact 
is the Cross, and the people, the Church. 
The third gives the Throrie and the Re- 
deemed. At’ the bottom of the chart, 
however, are listed the seven ages. Like 
all prophétice ‘teachers, Dr. Jessop be- 
lieves “thé death rattles are'in the throat 
of the world .as. we have. previously 
known it,” and that we in this day are 
living close on the rim of the second 
cirele: - The’présent.war'is also described 


> as a.thing inspired by Satanic sources 


‘ wrappings, 
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Room 669, Sunday School Times Company, 325 N 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 








A public official eae 
who knows his Bible 


After a full day at the office, the treas- 

urer of a Wyoming town finds time for 

ve Bible study through a Moody 
me study course. He says... 


- your course stands right by the 
Bible, with clear and definite informa- 
tion on how to handle God’s Word in 
teaching all classes of people’ 


Wouldn’t you like a better understand- 
ing of how to present the Bible to 
others—in all its convincing — The 
Teacher Training Course will help you. 
Write for details Address Dept. § 822 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


AM ody. Bible Institute 
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but permitted by God in the working 
out of Hig stupendous plan of the ages. 

Dr. Jessop is dean of the Chicago 
Evangelistic Institute and a noted author 
and preacher. 


Prophecy — Past, Present and Prospec- 
tive. By Col. F. J. Miles. (Zondervari 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids 2, 
Mich., $1.25.) Why should one study 
prophecy? Col. Miles uses chapter one 
to give nine different reasons. Having 
thus baited the reader into a study of 
the subject, he devotes four chapters 
to the Jews, their part in God's plan, 
their history, and their relation to the 
second Advent. He next considers the 
Gegtiles and, lastly, the Church. One 
of the most interesting titles unger the 
last named head is, “The ‘Where’ of His 
Coming: Why in the Air?” This re- 
veals the future significance of the text, 
“I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven,” or from the air, the present 
realm and the very place where the 
Prince of Darkness shall be conquered 
and cast out. 

Col. Miles has been an ardent teacher 
of prophecy for over half a century, and 
his ministry is known in all parts of 
the world. 


Seed Thoughts. By W. G. Heslop, D.D. 
(Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) The thirty-nine 
little homilies here designated as “Ser- 
mon Outlines” are taken from the first 
two books of the Bible and bear titles 
which are certainly arresting. For who 
would not be curious about “Heels with 
Springs,” “Nests—in the Ark,” and 
"God's Open House”? And the talks 
that follow are filléd with such pungent 
sentences as, “Early religious training 
at the hands of Mrs. Jared gave Enoch 
a bent to holiness. His mind became 
sacredly biased.” And, “If you wish 
springs in your heels, practice the pre- 
cepts and play fair with your Partner 
by being a systematic and consecrated 
tither. Jacob ‘lifted up his heels.’” 

But the above forms only half the 
book. The remainder includes fifteen 
pages of splendid illustrations, a mis- 
cellany of “Seed Thoughts,” and Part 
Four, which bears the heading, “Minute 
Messages,” — quotations from various 
Bible teachers. 


Paul, His Life and Teaching. By C. C. 
Taylor. (Standard Publishing Co., Cin- 
einnati 3, Ohio, 50 cents.) How much 
do you know of Paul’s life? Why was 
his first home in Tarsus? What was he 
doing when the Bible begins his story? 
What was the prophecy of Agabus? 
Why did not Luke give all of Paul’s 
history, and what is our main source 
for further information? These ques- 
tions are from the lists which follow 
each of the twenty chapters in Profes- 
sor Taylor's study. But it is only the 
first eight which have to do with Paul’s 
life. Those remaining take up ‘his teach- 
ing in regard to God, Christ, the Holy 
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Spirit, the Law and the Gospel, Sin, 
Salvation, Faith, Baptism, the Church, 
Christian Living, Unity, and the Second 
Coming. 

This series was first given in the Bible 
College of Phillips University, then later 
was condensed for Bible study and 
Teacher Training Classes. It is simple 
but very complete, and has already en- 
joyed a wide and profitable use. Good 
maps are included. 


Short Stories by Jesus. By William 
Dallman. (Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis 18, Mo., $1.25.) In the course 
of His ministry upon the earth, the 
Lord Jesus Christ told many stories to 
illustrate the eternal truths He came 
to proclaim. The author of this volume 
has brought together thirty-six of these 
stories for exposition and illustration. 
These studies are most interesting and 
helpful for personal reading and medi- 
tation. They-also furnish material for 
use in devotional talks in the prayer 
meeting or young people’s groups. Ref- 
erences to, other portions of the Scrip- 
tures are found throughout the explana- 
tions, and also poems that help to em- 
phasize the truths. 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings en the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 31 to August 6 
Mon.—Judges 13:8-14, 


Temperance and Motherhood. ' 


Prayer Succestions: “How shall we 
order the child, and how shall we do 
unto him?” God’s Word directs mothers 
and fathers how to be prepared for the 
advent and the rearing of their chil- 
dren. As they go “by the Book” they 
will go the safe and best way of child 
training. The mother seems to have the 
widest influence over the child. Sam- 
son’s mother was warned against the 
evils of liquor, that other mothers might 
take warning. Pray for a great temper- 
ance movement in the Sunday schools 
of America. 

Tues.—Proverbs 1:1-10, 
The Warning ef Wisdom. 

Prayer Sucgestions: “If sinners entice 
thee, consént thou not.” Wisdom warns 
of evil as well as calls to righteousness. 
It gives caution and direction. Two 
paths lie before everyone. Sinners en- 
tice; wisdom calls. The choice must be 
made. God makes it easy for us to side 
with purity and truth by giving us lov- 
ing friends to“urge us into wisdom’s 
ways, and by giving us His Word and 
the Spirit’s voice. Without our consent 
Satan will be unable to overcome us. 
He cannot make us sin; we decide that 
ourselves. Yield to God and be safe. 
Pray for a great spiritual awakening 
among the — of America. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 9:19-27. 
The Value of Stif-Control. 
Prayer Succestions: “Temperate in all 
things.” Things natural can become un- 
natural by immoderate use: The only 
safe course is the middle course. When 
we abide in the will of God we are 
using and not’ abusing our rights. Keep 
your body. under and bring it into sub- 
jection. You can do this for Christ who 
strengtheneth you. If you do you will 
not run in vain, nor fight uncertainly, 
nor become a castaway. Pray for those 
Christians who do not know Christ as 
their Victory. 
Thurs.—Daniel 1:8-20, 
Self-Discipline and Health, 
Prayer Succestions; “Daniel purposed 
in hi$ heart -that he would not defile 
himself . . . therefore he requested. . 
that he might not defile himself.” Here 
we read of the inner and outer practical 
godliness of Daniel. He todk care to 
keep mind and body in hand for the 
glory and honor of God. A righteous 
soul will usually do righteous things. 
The benefits of righteousness are ex- 
perienced in body, mind, and spirit. The 
influence of holy living is incaleulable. 
Pray for a new and wonderful genera- 
tion of young people who will follow 
Christ in paths of righteousness. 
Fri.—1 Corinthians 8;9-13. 
The Right Use of Liberty. 
Prayer Succestions: “Take heed lest 
by any means this liberty of yours be- 
come a stumblingblock to them that are 
weak.” Paul made it clear to the Corin- 
thians that there was a danger of their 
using Christian liberty in a way that 
would hinder or harm other Christians. 
Though our actions may seem right to 
us, if they harm others they are wrong. 
Harm others and you injure Christ. 
Pray for a conscience that does not give 
offense to other people. 
Sat.—Habakkuk 2:4-8. Intemperance and War. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Thou hast 
spoiled many nations.” Liquor has 
ruined great countries. The Bible gives 
examples. Belshazzar lost Babylon 
while drunk. Ben-hadad lost Syria (see 
Dan. 5:1-31; 1 Kings 20:16). Our own 
nation is taking a most ruinous course 
by favoring liquor. When reports are 
all in we shall see the liquor evil lies 
back of many national tragedies. Pray 
against the rising power of the liquor 
business in America, and ask God to 
guide you in doing something about it 
Sun,—Psalm 97:1-12, Strength in the Lord. 
Prayer SuccEstions: “Rejoice in the 
Lord, ye righteous.” Boasting in God 
can never be overdone. His greatness 
exceeds all thought and desire. Vast 
and eternal is His mame; vast and 
immortal shall be His praise. Of all 
people, Christians should make the 
praise of God glorious. In Him,they 
should boast all the day long. Sing 
of His strength, and rely upon Him 
in everything. Pray to know Him 
better. 
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